Ugly Face Contest

Suggested Age Group: elementary school students

Number of kids: as many as possible

Time: 1 to 2 weeks

Resources: smoking-related photographs, poster board, camera, and film

Cost: $0 to $10

Kids love to make funny faces when confronted with something they don’t like.  This contest is sure to produce some terrific faces when kids learn about the dangers of tobacco use.

Before the contest:
An older student or an adult can lead a discussion about the hazards of tobacco use.  You may want to quiz participants on tobacco facts.  If you are holding this activity with a class of students you can have them research tobacco-related statistics as part of an assignment.

Day of the contest:

· To get the class warmed up on the day of the contest, explain how tobacco damages lungs and the rest of the body.  Share some of the images with your students.  Have each child think about these health effects and make his or her ugliest face and talk about the images and their reactions.

· Ask the kids who want to participate in the contest to come to the front of the room one at a time.  Show a photo of a tobacco-damaged body part.  How you have ht student make his or her best ugly face and don’t forget to take pictures.  If you want, you can have the class rate each face.

· You may want to hold a contest in several classes in your school, select the top one or two finalists from each class and then have them compete for the top honors.

· You can invite local media to write about or photograph the ugly face finals.

· If local media are unable to attend the contest send a photo of the winning face with a letter explaining the significance of the activity and asking them to print the photo.  This will help spread the message about the dangers of tobacco, and the winner will love seeing his or her face in the paper!

Other Ideas:

· You can use these photos, with statistics and images showing tobacco’s health hazards, to develop an anti-tobacco bulletin board.

Interested in more? Check out standoutspeakup.org to find out more about the fight against tobacco and what youth advocates across the country are doing to take action.
